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WORLD MOSQUITO DAY

AUGUST 2025 NEWSLETTER

Today is World Mosquito Day! On August 20, 1897, British doctor Sir Ronald Ross
made a groundbreaking discovery: malaria is transmitted by mosquitoes. World
Mosquito Day was founded to commemorate this moment and to raise awareness
of the ongoing fight against one of the world’s deadliest diseases.

Your Rotary Club can take action for World Mosquito Day by participating in
the Under the Net Challenge. Sleeping under a mosquito net o!ers a glimpse into
the challenges millions endure each night to protect themselves from a single
mosquito bite.

The Under the Net Challenge epitomizes the Rotarian value of learning and service
for the greater benefit to all. It is only by understanding how others live that we can
truly begin to partner with our fellow Rotarians. By joining the challenge, your club
can spark conversations, inspire action, and raise funds for Rotarian-led projects in
malaria-endemic regions.

Get Your Rotary Club Involved

Take on the Under the Net Challenge

Fundraise as a club, sponsor a member to
sleep under a net. We’ll set you up with

everything you need to get started!

Learn More

Get involved with a Malaria Grant

Your club can fund a grant, or apply for a
grant, through our Community Impact

Grants program.

Learn More

Executive Director Announces Retirement

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

As I prepare to step down as Executive Director of Malaria
Partners International, I am filled with gratitude for the
extraordinary journey we have shared over the past five
years.

I joined MPI in 2020, in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic,
and spent my first six months working entirely through Zoom
before meeting anyone in person.

It was a remarkably energizing time, as MPI was finalizing its ambitious Programs of
Scale grant proposal. From day one, I felt the urgency and excitement of our
mission, and I was honored to hit the ground running alongside such a dedicated
team.

When MPI received the grant, the work truly accelerated. Over the following three
years, I had the privilege of collaborating with the most extraordinary teams to
expand malaria detection and treatment in rural Zambia. Together, we supported
the training, equipping, and deployment of more than 4,050 community health
workers—an achievement that has brought lifesaving care closer to home for 2.5
million villagers and has freed so many from the su!ering of severe illness and
death.

My years at MPI have given me the rare privilege of working with committed
Rotarians across Africa and the United States, individuals who embody the Rotary
spirit of Service Above Self in all they do. The MPI board, sta! and in-country
a"liates are among the finest people I know, and I am deeply honored to have
worked shoulder to shoulder with them in advancing our shared mission.

I step away from this role knowing the organization is in excellent hands. My
successor, Meg DeRonghe, brings deep knowledge, experience, and energy, and I
have every confidence she will thrive with the support of MPI’s outstanding board
and sta!.

In September, I will be taking some personal time in Spain and Portugal, including
walking 170 miles on the Camino Portuguese. Upon my return, I look forward to
continuing my service as a board member, supporting MPI’s vision of “Igniting a
global Rotarian campaign for the eradication of malaria.”

I am profoundly grateful for the trust placed in me and for the opportunity to serve
as Executive Director of Malaria Partners International. It was a rare gift.

Onward!

Jenny Andrews

Support Malaria Elimination Projects

On World Mosquito Day, you can support malaria
elimination projects through our Community Impact

Grants program.

These grants put your dollars to work fighting malaria in
some of the world's most highly impacted places by

empowering Rotarians to enact projects in their
communities.

Donate Today

THE LATEST

Malaria News

Gates Notes - When Malaria was an American Problem

AP News - New malaria drug for babies o!ers hope to health workers in Uganda

University of California San Francisco - This Chemical Trick Could Turn Losing
Malaria Drug Into a Winner

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) - DNA analysis ties US
malaria cases to three separate sources

The Seattle Times - WA malaria case prompts further study of region’s mosquitoes

World Health Organization  - WHO recommends spatial emanators for malaria
vector control and prequalifies first two products

Duke Global Health Institute  - Two Countries Adopt Malaria Forecasting System
Developed at Duke

4 FACTS ABOUT MOSQUITOES

Only female mosquitoes bite humans
and animals. Unlike males, female

mosquitoes require a blood meal to
develop their eggs. Males feed

exclusively on nectar.

Mosquitoes are responsible for
 transmitting diseases including malaria,

dengue, Zika, yellow fever, and
West Nile virus.

Some mosquitoes are vectors. A vector is
an animal, insect, or tick that spreads
germs to people or animals that can

make them sick.

The typical lifespan of an adult mosquito
is two to four weeks. Lifespan varies

depending on species, environment, and
access to food, and females often live

longer than males.
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